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EU Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards 2014:
Austria receives an award and two special mentions 

Brussels / The Hague, 15 April 2014 - The Gustav Klimt Memorial Society is the Austrian winner of a 2014 European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards, considered Europe’s most prestigious prize in the heritage field. The Viennese association was acknowledged for its dedicated service to heritage through the rescuing and restoring of the famous Austrian painter’s last studio. The Jury of the Awards also decided to give special mentions to the Liechtenstein City Palace in Vienna, for its masterful conservation and revitalisation, and to the Austrian banker Mag. Erwin Hameseder, for his committed and voluntary support to the safeguard of heritage. 
These three exemplary achievements from Austria will be honoured - together with other 26 projects or initiatives from all over Europe - at the European Heritage Awards Ceremony on 5 May at the Burgtheater in Vienna. This ceremony will be co-hosted by Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, and Plácido Domingo, the world-renowned opera singer who is also the President of Europa Nostra. On this occasion, Commissioner Vassiliou and Maestro Domingo will also announce the Grand Prix laureates. The Public Choice Award winner, which is being chosen in an online poll conducted by Europa Nostra, will also be unveiled during the event.

The Gustav Klimt Memorial Society conducted a 14-year campaign to persuade the Austrian Government to preserve Klimt’s villa and garden as a public space for everyone to enjoy. The Jury praised the Society’s unshakeable determination in the pursuit of its goal. “Through its painstaking efforts over a long period to ensure the faithful refashioning of Klimt’s studio, and to introduce extensive outreach programmes to secure its future as a sustainable cultural centre, this association of volunteers has successfully anchored the memorial in the public consciousness, supplementing and extending the artist’s special reputation,” reads the citation of the Jury. 
The Liechtenstein City Palace in Vienna was granted a special mention in the Conservation category. Following a six-year extensive and rigorous renovation programme, this late 17th century building, which was heavily damaged during World War II, was returned to its former splendour. Since April 2013, visitors have been able to admire its Baroque stucco ceilings, opulent Rococo Revival interiors, original furnishings and exquisite parquet flooring by the famous cabinet maker Michael Thonet. They can also view a selection of the vast collection of Neo-Classical Art owned by the Liechtenstein family. 
In the category Dedicated Service to Heritage, the Jury accorded a special mention to Mag. Erwin Hameseder, a renowned banker from Vienna. For more than ten years, he has provided, on a voluntary basis, an invaluable support and mobilised large resources for the preservation and restoration of various religious monuments in Austria, including the Basilica Maria Taferl and the Basilica Mariazell located in Lower Austria, which are among the most important pilgrimage sites in the country.    

The award ceremony is part of Europa Nostra's annual European Heritage Congress, which will be held from 2-6 May in Vienna, under the patronage of the Federal President of Austria, Heinz Fischer. The Congress is supported by the following main partners: the European Commission, its Representation in Austria, the Austrian Federal Ministry for the Arts and Culture, the Erste Stiftung, Dorotheum, Bertelsmann, and Austrian national public broadcaster ORF as the media partner. 
Since 2002, when the European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards was established, the following heritage projects across Austria have been recognised: 

▪ Conservation of the Graz Regional Hospital - ENT Clinic, 2002, Graz
▪ Restoration of the Collection of Gothic Architectural Drawings on Paper and Parchment, 2003, Vienna
▪ Conservation of the Hohe Brücke St. Georgenberg, 2004, Stans, Tirol
▪ Restoration of the Kastner-Oehler Warenhaus, 2005, Graz
▪ Conservation of the Stift Klosterneuburg, 2006, Klosterneuburg
▪ Restoration of the Gozzoburg Medieval Building, 2009, Krems
▪ Conservation of the Nordkette Cableway Station, 2010, Innsbruck
BACKGROUND
The 27 winners of the EU Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards 2014 were selected from 160 nominated projects across 30 countries. They are honoured for remarkable achievements in four areas: Conservation; Research; Dedicated Service; as well as Education, Training and Awareness-Raising. This year’s winners join the eminent circle of 360 laureates recognised by the European Commission and Europa Nostra since 2002.
Specialist juries made up of independent experts from across Europe assess the nominated projects and select the winners in the above-mentioned categories. All the winners receive a plaque or trophy. The six Grand Prix winners also receive €10 000 each. 
The awards have been supported by the EU Culture Programme, which invested almost €40 million in co-financing heritage-related projects between 2007 and 2013. Other EU programmes have also provided support to culture and heritage, in particular the European Regional Development Fund which has, in the same period, allocated €6 billion for the protection and preservation of cultural heritage, development of cultural infrastructure and support for cultural services such as vocational training, arts and heritage education. The EU Programmes for Research and Technological Development have provided a further €150 million for heritage-related projects in the last 15 years. 
The new Creative Europe programme, which has a budget of nearly €1.5 billion over the next seven years (9% more than previous levels), will continue to support networking and transnational cooperation projects in the heritage field.
In addition to its key intrinsic value, cultural heritage brings a significant contribution to job creation and growth. Cultural heritage is also a key resource for sustainable development and social cohesion. It is estimated that spending on conservation of cultural heritage by public and private bodies is worth €5 billion a year. Figures published by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) show that 40% of worldwide tourism has a cultural dimension. 
Europa Nostra - the Voice of Cultural Heritage in Europe - is a growing citizens’ movement for the safeguarding of Europe’s cultural and natural heritage. With its vast pan-European network of members (organisations and individuals), associates and partners, Europa Nostra is a highly influential lobby for cultural heritage. It also campaigns to save Europe's endangered monuments, sites and landscapes. In 2013, Europa Nostra celebrated its 50th anniversary.
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